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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Claims 1,3,4,6,8,10,12,14,15. and 17 have been amended and claim 2 has been 
canceled in applicant's response filed September 1 9, 2006 to the office action dated 
March 21, 2006. Claims 1 and 3-18 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the - 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Borgato (U.S. Patent No. 5,950,178) in view of Kinney (U.S. Patent No. 6,564,192). 

Referring to claim 1 . The combination of Borgato and Kinney discloses an 
electronic commerce method comprising the steps of: 

• Preparing a list of products to be bought and sold through an electronic 
commerce system (Borgato: abstract); 

• Retrieving market prices for each of the products of the list of products from a 
source external to the electronic commerce system (Kinney: abstract); 

• Displaying on a home page of an electronic commerce system server connected 
to the Internet, the list of products having a product name column representing 
product names with respect to a number of products, a market price column 
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representing the market price obtained for eacfi product from tine external source, 
a purchase registration column representing a buyer registration situation with 
respect to each product, and a sale registration column representing a seller 
registration situation, said purchase registration column for each product 
including a total number of purchase registrants and the highest price for the 
product, and said sale registration column for each product including a total 
number of sale registrants and the lowest price of each product (Borgato: figure 6 
& column 2, lines 35-52 and Kinney: abstract, column 3, line 41 - column 4, line 
7): 

• Downloading the home page including the list of products to terminals of a 
number of buyers and sellers connected to the system server on the internet 
(Borgato: column 7, lines 23-39); 

• Bidding and registering each purchase and sale condition with respect to a 
particular product in the purchase registration column and the sale registration 
column, by the number of buyers and sellers (Borgato: column 8, lines 3-25 & 
figure 6); 

• Selecting and indicating the highest purchase price offered by a buyer and the 
lowest sale price requested by a seller among a number of purchase conditions 
and sale conditions whenever a new registration is performed in the purchase 
registration column and the sale registration column with respect to a particular 
product (Borgato: abstract); 
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• Receiving a purchase intention expressed by a buyer in response to a conrected 
sale condition of the particular product by the buyer or receiving a sale intention 
expressed by a seller in response to a corrected purchase condition of the 
particular product by the seller (Borgato: column 13, line 51 - column 14, line 3); 

• Remitting a product bill to a designated bank account of a system manager in 
sequence with the purchase intention in the case that the first priority intention 
expresser is a buyer, and remitting a product bill to the designated bank account 
by a buyer selected according to a request of the system server in the case that 
the first priority intention expresser is a seller (Borgato: column 4, lines 24-44); 

• Requesting the seller to deliver the product to the buyer in reply to the remittance 
of the product bill (Borgato: column 4, lines 24-44); and 

• Remitting the product bill to the seller upon completion of the delivery of the 
product (Borgato: column 4, lines 24-44). 

Borgato discloses all of the above but does not expressly disclose receiving 
market prices from an external source and displaying the total number of supplies and 
bidders for each product. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of applicant's invention to have modified the method of Borgato to have 
included receiving market prices from an external source, as taught by Kinney, in order 
to establish a competitive price point (Kinney: abstract). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to have modified the 
method of Borgato to have included displaying the total number of supplies and bidders 
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for each product, as taught by Kinney, in order to enable every participating bidder to 
see quickly the change in market conditions (Kinney: column 4, lines 3-7). 

Referring to claim 3. The combination of Borgato and Kinney further discloses a 
method comprising the step of replacing said market price from said external source a 
just previous contract price when a previous contract exists, and is automatically 
updated whenever a subsequent contract is accomplished (Kinney: abstract and 
Borgato: column 3, lines 31-40). 

Referring to claim 4. The combination of Borgato and Kinney further discloses a 
method wherein said electronic commerce method further comprises the step of 
providing a common registration window showing a purchase registration situation 
including at least one buyer brief information and a purchase price with respect to a 
particular product, and a sale registration situation including at least one sale price and 
inventory quantity, in the case that any one of the particular purchase registrants and 
sale registrants is selected (Borgato: figures 2 & 9). 

Referring to claim 5, The combination of Borgato and Kinney further discloses a 
method comprising the steps of: 

• Correcting the purchase and sale conditions by at least one buyer and seller, and 
bidding the corrected result (Borgato: column 2, lines 1-15); and 

• Refreshing display information in the common registration window by at least one 
of the corrected bidding registered purchase condition and sale condition 
(Borgato: column 13, line 51 - column 14. line 3), wherein display of the 
purchase intention and the sale intention is accomplished by selecting a 
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purchase price and a sale price of each particular product (Borgato: column 13, 
line 51 - column 14, line 3). 

Referring to claims 6-7. Claims 6-7 are rejected under the same rationale set 
forth above in the rejection claims 4-5. 

Referring to claim 8. The combination of Borgato and Kinney discloses a reverse 
auction electronic commerce method (Borgato discloses a buyer making a bid for a 
particular product and allowing sellers to compete for that product) comprising the steps 
of: 

• Preparing a list of products.... (disclosed above in arguments to claims 1 & 2); 

• Downloading the home page.... (disclosed above in arguments to claim 1); 

• Selecting and indicating.... ( disclosed above in arguments to claim 1); 

• receiving a first priority purchase intention expressed by a seller in response to a 
sale condition of the particular product by one of the bidding registered sellers 
and non-bidding sellers (Borgato: figure 6); 

• Remitting a product bill.... (disclosed above in arguments to claim 1); 

• Requesting the seller.. .(disclosed above in arguments to claim 1); 

• Remitting the product bill. ..(disclosed above in arguments to claim 1 ). 
Referring to claim 9. Claim 9 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 

above in arguments to claim 5. 

Referring to claim 10. The combination of Borgato and Kinney discloses an 
electronic commerce method comprising the steps of: 

• Preparing a list of products.... (disclosed above in arguments to claim 1); 
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• Downloading the liome page. . . .(disclosed above in arguments to claim 1 ); 

• Bidding and registering.... (disclosed above in arguments to claim 1); 

• Selecting by a buyer. . . .(disclosed above in arguments to claims 1 & 8); 

• Requesting the seller.... (disclosed above in arguments to claims 1 & 8); 

• Remitting the product bill to the seller upon being notified cif completion of the 
delivery of the product from the seller to the buyer, to thereby achieve an 
indefinitely periodical, simultaneous and multi-occuring bidding purchase and 
bidding sale with respect to a particular product (Borgato: figure 6 and argument 
to claim 1 ). 

Referring to claims 11-12. Claims 11-12 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in arguments to claims 4 & 5. 

Referring to claim 13. The combination of Borgato and Kinney further discloses 
a method wherein said product list further comprises a market price column showing 
one of a market price, average price, and the lowest price at a cun^ent point in time with 
respect to each product (Borgato: figure 6). 

Referring to claim 14. Claim 14 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in arguments to claims 1 ,8, and 1 0. 

Referring to claims 15-16. Claims 15-16 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in arguments to claims 1 & 4. The combination of Borgato and 
Kinney disclose a system as claimed in claims 15-16. 
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Referring to claims 17-18. Claims 17-18 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in arguments to claims 1 .8 & 10. The combination of Borgato and 
Kinney disclose a system as claimed in claims 17-18. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 2-18 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the. date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason B. Dunham whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8109. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JBD 

Patent Examiner 
11/16/06 



